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ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-15 

USIA-15 ACDA-19 IO-15 EB-11 COME-OO INT-08 SCEM-02 

SCI-06 CEQ-02 EPA-04 CG-00 DRC-01 DOTE-OO /160W 

110112 

R 282230Z SEP 73 

FM AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8951 

UNCLAS SANTO DOMINGO 4013 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENGR, SENU, DR 

SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO PETROLEUM SUPER PORT 

1. IN THE EVENT AP STORY DATELINED SAN JUAN, SEPT. 27 RE SUPER 
PORT WAS NOT CARRIED IN US PRESS, FOLLOWING EXCERPTS (AS PUBLISHED 
IN SANTO DOMINGO DAILY EL CARIBE OF SEPT 28) SHOULD BE OF INTEREST: 

QUOTE A US COAST GUARD SOURCE IN PUERTO RICO WARNED TODAY THAT 
PETROLEUM SPILLS OCCURRING IN THE MONA PASSAGE BETWEEN PUERTO RICO 
AND THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC CAN BE CARRIED TO THE COASTS OF THE 
LATTER COUNTRY BY THE OCEAN CURRENTS. THE SOURCE AT THE SAN JUAN 
COAST GUARD STATION BASED HIS WARNING ON CHARTS OF OCEAN CURRENTS 
OF THE US DEFENSE DEPARTMENT. COPIES OF THESE CHARTS PUBLISHED BY 
THE DEFENSE CARTOGRAPHIC AGENCY OF THE PENTAGON WERE MADE AVAILABLE 
TO THE ASSOCIATED PRESS. ACCORDING TO THE CHARTS, THE CURRENTS RUN 
FROM EAST TO WEST, THUS MAKING IT POSSIBLE FOR SPILLS IN THE WATERS 
WEST OF PUERTO RICO TO BE CARRIED TO THE COASTS OF THE DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC. THE SOURCE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH IN JULY AND OTHER MONTHS 
CURRENTS MOVING TO THE NORTH-EAST (EMBASSY BELIEVES NORTH-WEST WAS 
INTENDED) HAVE BEEN DETECTED - FROM THE SOUTH OF PUERTO RICO 
TO THE NORTH OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - THE CURRENT NORMALLY 
REMAINS STABLE FROM EAST TO WEST. UNQUOTE. QUOTE DOMINICAN 
OFFICIALS HAVE ALLEGED THAT SPILLS IN THE PASSAGE HAVE ALREADY 
AFFECTED BEACHES IN THEIR COUNTRY. ALTHOUGH WITHOUT REFERRING TO 
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THESE ALLEGATIONS, SOURCE CONFIRMED THAT THE COAST GUARD FROM SAN 
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JUAN HAS HAD TO COPE WITH AT LEAST FIVE SPILLS IN THE AREA OF 
MONA ISLAND. HE ALSO SAID THAT SHIPS ARE FLUSHING TANKS IN 
THE PASSAGE. THE SOURCE POINTED OUT THAT THE PASSAGE IS A 
HEAVILY-TRAVELLED MARITIME ROUTE BY SHIPS THAT DO NOT CALL IN 
PUERTO RICO. AMONG THESE HE MENTIONED SHIPS THAT TRAVEL FROM 
VENEZUELA TO THE PORTS OF NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY, PHILADELPHIA 
AND BALTIMORE ON THE EAST COAST OF THE UNITED STATES. UNQUOTE. 

2. EMBASSY AIRPOUCHING FULL TEXT OF ARTICLE. 

HURWITCH 
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